
Dear   Bush   Middle   School   Families,  

I   know   that   there   have   been   many   ques�ons   in   the   community   from   students,   parents   and   staff  
about   the   details   of   con�nuous   learning.    We   have   been   working   for   the   last   few   weeks   to   try   to  
answer   some   of   those   ques�ons.   Every   �me   we   had   something   ready   to   send...guidance   from  
the   state   changed.    Here   is   our   a�empt   to   help   provide   some   clarity.   We   know   there   are   more  
ques�ons,   and   we   will   con�nue   to   communicate   when   we   have   more   informa�on.    Thank   you  
for   your   pa�ence   and   your   support.   

There   are   so   many   emails   from   teachers,   how   should   we   be   organizing   our   �me?     Our   staff   has  
done   an   amazing   job   of   reaching   out   to   students   and   families!    We   recognize   that   all   the   emails  
and   phone   contacts   may   become   overwhelming.    We   recommend   that   students   and   parents   set  
up   a   schedule,   and   take   on   one   class   at   a   �me.    Middle   School   students   should   spend   about   2.5  
hours   a   day   doing   school   work   in   a   virtual   world.    The   way   that   we   are   trying   to   teach   and   learn  
is   very   different.   We,   too,   are   trying   hard   to   figure   this   out,   as   quickly   as   possible.   

BMS   Announcements   are   now   being   done   on   Mondays   and   Wednesdays.    Please   view   the  
GWBush   YouTube   regularly   to   get   the   latest   informa�on.   

Here   is   the   recommended   schedule   for   BMS   students:  
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11:30-12:20  
ELA   Office  

Hrs  

8:00-8:50  
ELA   Office  

Hrs  

11:30-12:20  
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Hrs  

8:00-8:50  
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Hrs  
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12:20-1:10  
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1:10-2:00  
Music/Art/  
Electives/  
CTE   Office  

Hrs  

9:40-10:30  
Music/Art/  
Electives/  
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Hrs  

1:10-2:00  
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C.S./Ren.  
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9:40-10:30  
Health/PE/  
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Office   Hrs  

 
 

★ Office   Hours:    Times   for   students   and   teachers   to   connect   socially.   No   new   content   will  
be   posted   during   these   times.   This   is   not   teaching   time.      Teaching   will   occur   virtually  
through   videos   shared   with   students   via   platforms   like   Screencastify   and   attachments   to  
Google   Classroom.   

★ Open   Office   Hours   (Fridays):    Open   hours   for   any   student   to   connect   with   their  
teachers   for   support.  

★ New   Materials:    Information,   videos,   and   materials   will   be   available   online   not   later   than  
the   days   and   times   identified.   No   new   materials   will   be   posted   on   Fridays.  
 

You   will   notice   that   there   are   no   times   indicated   for   instruction.    We   know   that   some   of   our  
families   have   challenges   that   limit   student   availability   during   typical   school   hours.   With   our   new  
method   of   online   education,   your   students   can   access   the   information   any   time   after   the   posting  
deadline   and     work   on   their   assignments   whenever   fits   best   in   your   family   schedule.  
 

Assignments   and   Grades:  

● Will   assignments   be   graded?     Yes,   assignments   will   be   graded   by   teachers   and   placed   in  
the   grade   book,   beginning   not   later    t han   the   week   of   April   27.    Your   grade   on   March  
13th   is   the   lowest   grade   that   you   can   earn.    Assignments   completed   a�er   the   closure   can  
only   improve   your   grade   in   the   class.    Teachers   are   crea�ng   new   learning   opportuni�es  
for   students.    It   is   important   that   if   students   are   able   to   complete   the   assigned   work   they  
do   so   in   prepara�on   for   the   next   grade   level.    More   informa�on   on   grading   will   follow   in  
a   future   communica�on.  



● Does   this   work   count?      Yes,   this   work   will   count   towards   improving   your   overall   grade.  
Teachers   will   be   assigning   work,   evalua�ng   the   work,   and   giving   feedback   on   student  
progress.    The   work   being   assigned   is   preparing   students   to   learn   essen�al   standards   in  
the   content   area.   

● If   I   don’t   have   internet   or   limited   access   to   the   internet   will   it   hurt   my   grades?    No   it  
will   not   hurt   your   grades.   We   are   commi�ed   to   “DO   NO   HARM”   as   an   opera�ng   principle  
and   we   will   con�nue   to   keep   this   in   mind   as   we   are   assigning   work   and   evalua�ng  
progress.    If   you   are   unable   to   access   the   learning   opportuni�es   in   an   online   format,   we  
are   providing   hard   copies   of   work   each   week.    Please   call   360-709-7429,   if   you   are   not  
receiving   hard   copies   of   work   and   need   it.    Leave   the   student(s)   name(s),   grade(s),   and  
Homeroom(s),   if   you   know   it/them.  

Other   Important   Informa�on:  

How   will   students   return   library   books,   textbooks,   and   other   items   and   clean   out   lockers?  
Library   books   can   be   dropped   off   on   Fridays   between   10   AM   and   2   PM.    Drive   through   the  
student   drop-off   area,   and   deposit   library   books   in   the   bin   labeled   for   this   purpose.    Once   the  
“Stay   Home,   Stay   Safe”   order   has   been   li�ed,   we   will   provide   several   days   (likely   in   mid-June)   for  
students   to   return   textbooks,   pay   fines/fees,   return   Chromebook   devices,   and   clean   out   their  
lockers.   

● How   will   we   provide   registra�on   informa�on   for   next   year?    Our   counselors   are   already  
providing   informa�on   on   the   website.    Please   see   the   informa�on   provided   when   you  
click   on   the   heading   “   Counseling   Center   Informa�on”   on   the   BMS   website.   

● Will   there   be   a   chance   for   us   to   get   together   as   a   school   to   say   goodbye?     We   are  
con�nuing   to   work   on   ways   that   we   can   reconnect   students   while   honoring   the   “Stay  
Home,   Stay   Healthy”   order   from   the   Governor.    Encourage   your   student(s)   to   take  
advantage   of   the   opportunity   to   connect   with   their   classmates,   friends,   and   staff   by  
visi�ng   during   teachers’   iden�fied   Office   Hours.   It   is   important   that   students   and   staff  
receive   emo�onal   closure   to   the   school   year   and,   also,   stay   safe.    Addi�onal   informa�on  
will   be   shared   as   it   becomes   available.  

Take   care   of   yourselves,   and   know   that   we   are   only   an   email   away!    Let   us   know  
how   we   can   support   you.  

Be   well!  

The   BMS   Staff  


